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George Cornelius Named Eighth President of BC
Nathan Miller Chairs Board of Trustees
The Bridgewater
College Board of Trust
ees announced Jan. 11
that it unanimously se
lected George Cornelius
as the eighth president
of the College. Cornelius
will assume the presi
dency July 1, succeed
ing President Phillip C.
Stone, '65.
"Our national
search has led us to an
individual of extraorCeorge Cornelius Photo by Tommy Thompson
dinary experience,
achievement and com
mitment to excellence," said Judge G. Steven Agee, Bridge
water trustee and chair of the search committee. "We are
confident that the vision, enthusiasm and leadership George
Cornelius brings to the presidency will foster the values and
mission of the College and continue to build a bright future."
Nathan H. Miller, '65, who has been elected chairman
of the BC board of trustees, commented, "To guide the future
of Bridgewater College, we are fortunate and very pleased to
have selected as our next president, George Cornelius, an in
dividual with a distinguished and diverse record of leadership
and passion for education."
Cornelius serves as Pennsylvania's Secretary of Com
munity and Economic Development, where he oversees some
350 employees and 90 state and federal programs. Working
closely with many of Pennsylvania's universities, colleges and
communities, he is an avid propo
nent of postsecondary education and
training, which he regards as essential
in a world fundamentally changed by
technology and globalization.
Prior to joining Gov. Ed Rendell's
cabinet, Cornelius, a graduate of The
Pennsylvania State University who
holds a juris doctor degree, magna
cum laude, from Penn State Dickinson
Nathan H. Miller
School
of Law, was president and CEO
Photo by Tommy Thompson
of Arkema Inc., a diversified, interna
tional chemical company based in Philadelphia with operations
throughout the Americas, sales of over $2 billion and more than
2,000 employees. Before that, he served as vice president and
general counsel of ATOFINA (predecessor to Arkema Inc.) and,
earlier, was a partner at Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, a
national law firm headquartered in Pittsburgh.
2
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"The Bridgewater opportunity was attractive because it
combines my passion for education and my interest and abili
ties in organizational leadership and development. The Church
of the Brethren has played a major role in my life, so the fact
that the college is grounded in the tradition and values of the
Church makes the opportunity even more special," com
mented Cornelius. "My wife and I look forward to joining the
Bridgewater community and to building on the contributions
and successes of Phil and Cherrill Stone. I look forward to
working closely with President Stone during this time of tran
sition and to meeting the faculty at the earliest opportunity."
A native and lifelong resident of Pennsylvania, Cornelius
and his wife, Susan, have two adult sons who are married and
living in Indianapolis and Portland, Oregon.
Miller, who was elected to chair the board of trustees
in November 2009, is managing partner of the law firm of
Miller, Earle & Shanks, PLLC, and has been a member of the
College's board of trustees since 1986. He is a past president
of the Bridgewater College Alumni Association and past chair
of the College's Business and Professional Campaign.
In 1981, he received the college's Distinguished Young
Alumnus Award. Miller has served Bridgewater as a member
of the Committee on Board Affairs, the Committee for Institu
tional Advancement and Alumni Relations and the Committee
for Academic Affairs. Miller also is chair of the $40 million
Every Student, One Commitment: Campaign for Bridgewater
College.
"With Bridgewater's solid academic and financial founda
tion, it is my good fortune to assume the chair of the board,
which offers me the opportunity of being involved in directing
the future growth of the college," said Miller
Miller's political career began in 1971, two years after his
graduation from the University of Richmond's T.C. Williams
School of Law, when he became the youngest person elected to
the Virginia House of Delegates (1972-1975). In 1975, Miller
was elected to the Virginia Senate, serving from (1976-1983).
Five years later, he pursued the Republican nomination
for the U.S. Senate. On the sixth ballot of the largest political
convention ever held in Virginia, he delivered his support to
fellow BC alumnus, Richard Obenshain, '56, who died in a
plane crash before the election.
Miller ran unsuccessfully for the office of lieutenant gov
ernor in 1981. Though he retired from public office in 1983,
Miller, has remained involved in politics.
Miller and his wife, Kimberly, live in Bridgewater and
have four children: Nathan H. Miller II, '07, Andrew Garland
Henley Miller, Amanda Lucretia Miller and Caroline Elizabeth
Miller. ◄ cc
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Four Inducted Into Athletic Hall of Fame

DONALD A. MITCHELL, '57

DELORES "DEE" ANN MORRIS, '66

CHRIS W. SIZEMORE, '75

Bridgewater College inducted four alumni into its Athletic Hall of Fame on
Friday, Oct. 16, in the Kline Campus Center, as part of Homecoming activities.
T he inductees for 2009 were Donald A. Mitchell, '57; Delores "Dee" Ann
Morris, '66; Chris W. Sizemore, '75; and Nicoll "Nicki" Keeney, '94.
While at Bridgewater, Donald A. Mitchell, of Winter Park, Fla., played bas
ketball, baseball and football, and ran cross country and track. He served as sports
editor of the Ripples yearbook and the student newspaper, B.C. Bee. He also formed
a tumbling team that performed at college and community events.
Mitchell, who went on to serve in the U.S. Army's original Special Forces in
1953, remained active in athletics, adding fast-pitch softball and golf to his athletic
repertoire. He helped open the first waterfront program for the Blue Ridge Council
of the Boy Scouts of America and founded the Foundation for the Advancement of
Marine Sciences. Mitchell is also a former vice president at CBS.
Delores "Dee" Ann Morris, of Baltimore, Md., earned 11 varsity letters while
playing field hockey, basketball and tennis during her career at Bridgewater College.
She received the Eagles Outstanding Player Award in field hockey and basketball
and served two years on the Athletic Council. Morris also was president of the
Women's Athletic Association and was chair of the Physical Education Majors Club.
Additionally, Morris was a member of the Student Senate, French Club and Student
National Education Association.
Following graduation, Morris worked in Baltimore County schools as a physical
education/health teacher and coach for 31 years, teaching and coaching volleyball,
field hockey and basketball at Patapsco High School from 1966-76, and from 197697 at Woodlawn High School. She has won county and division titles in field hockey
as well as the Class M regional championship in women's lacrosse.
Chris W. Sizemore, of Georgetown, Del., was a stand-out in baseball - in which
he was a four-year letterman all-conference honoree in his senior season - and foot
ball, in which he lettered for four seasons and was an all-conference pick for two
years. He was also named the Richmond Touchdown Club Player of the Year and
earned honorable mention AJl-An1erican honors following his senior season.
After graduation, Sizemore earned his master's in education in school adminis
tration from the University of Delaware and has worked as a teacher, counselor and
coach for 34 years. He is currently a middle-school counselor and assistant high
school football coach.
Nicoll Keeney of Kennett Square, Pa., was a two-sport standout during her ca
reer at Bridgewater. Although she was a four-year starter for the field hockey team,
it was on the lacrosse field where she left her mark in the BC record books. Named
to the AJl-ODAC second team as a freshman, she earned first-team honors during
the next three seasons.
She capped her career by being named the Old Dominion Athletic Conference
Player of the Year in 1994 and selected to the 1994 Brine/lWLCA All-American
Team. She finished her playing career with 262 goals, ranking No. 2 all-time at BC.
She ranks No. 1 all-time in career points, with 302.
Keeney, who earned her bachelor's in family and consumer sciences, received a
certification in interior design from Harford Community College in 1997. She has
been an independent designer since 1995. ◄ CC
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Jim Brown Visits BC
The man who is considered the greatest running back to ever play the game of football - NFL Hall of
Farner, film star and social activist Jim Brown - visited Bridgewater College in October and plunged into
Homecoming festivities with all the zeal of a...well, old pro.
Brown was the guest of his longtime friend, Don Mitchell, '57, who was one of four former Bridge
water athletes to be inducted into the BC Athletic Hall of Fame. Brown, who started his career as an
All-American running back at Syracuse University, played professionally for nine years with the Cleve
land Browns. For seven of those years, he led the league in rushing and was one of the most feared and
respected players to ever grace the National Football League.

Brown meets students and staff in the KCC.
Photo by Tommy Thompson

Jim Brown waves to a cheering crowd in Nininger Hall. Photo by Tommy Thompson

The star of such films as The Dirty Dozen, Ice Station Zebra and L.A. Heat brought the Hall of Fame
banquet room to its feet when he took to the podium to congratulate the inductees.
"I'm here to support and recognize those who have achieved the Bridgewater Hall of Fame, and to
congratulate the four honorees," said the 73-year-old Brown, who also commented on the beauty of the
Shenandoah Valley and the warmth of the reception he had received at BC. "All of you should be proud to
live here."
That night Brown participated in a traditional pep rally - again bringing the crowd to its feet - and
the subsequent bonfire, and the following day met with fans and reporters in the Kline Campus Center.
Brown, who has for years devoted himself to working with youth in urban Los Angeles and in prisons
through Amer-I-Can, spoke eloquently about the need to provide young people with life-management
skills.
"A lot of people who don't get that end up in trouble," he said, noting that he believes America's gang
problem has spread beyond large metropolitan areas because of denial.
He added that he thinks educational programs such as his, plus the efforts of police, can make inroads
against the violence inherent in gang life. When he was asked whether the young people he counsels know
of his athletic exploits, Brown said most of them don't. And he likes it that way.
"These kids can benefit from what I say as a human being," he noted. "Hard work is across the board.
You should have integrity and character. Don't worry about who I am." ◄ CC
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New Scholarship Honors Phil and Cherrill Stone
by Ellen Layman, '65

"Hey, P Stone! How ya doin'?"
It's a familiar, affectionate greeting that Bridge
water College President Phillip C. Stone, '65, often
hears as he walks across the campus or enters the
dining hall. Claiming Stone's e-mail identity as a com
fortable nickname, students acknowledge his presence
and, at least indirectly, express appreciation for the
numerous ways he is accessible in their world.
And most of them, sensing the transition that
lies ahead as Stone retires on June 30, cherish that
interaction.
Stone? His heart is warmed every time a student
yells out, "Hey, P Stone!"
So, when the College's board of trustees decided
that a scholarship would be one way to honor Stone's
16 years as president, they asked him what kind of a
scholarship he would prefer. Perhaps one for students
majoring in economics, his Bridgewater College ma
jor? Perhaps one for students planning a career in law,
his pre-presidential profession?
No, he responded, it should be for first-gener
ation college students - and it should be named not
just for him, but for his wife, Cherrill Kline Stone,
'66, as well.
Both Phil and Cherrill Stone are first-generation
college students. Stone's parents did not graduate
from high school; Mrs. Stone's graduated from high
school, but did not attend college.
"I think how different my life might have been,"
he says of the possibility that he might not have had
the opportunity to go to college. "I just rejoice that
people encouraged me."
The Stones want Bridgewater College to contin
ue to be a place where young adults lacking the legacy
of a college education can be nurtured and directed
toward claiming their full potential.
Stone sees two kinds of students as the benefi
ciaries of the Phillip C. and Cherrill Kline Stone First
Generation Scholarship. The first is where he would
define himself and his wife - students whose families
value education, but who do not have the resources
for college. Financial aid is crucial for those students.
The other kind of student comes from a family
where there is no expectation that the young person will
go to college. "No encouragement. No family tradition.
Numerous negative factors, perhaps even a pressure to
drop out of high school and get a job," he says.
Over his 16 years in the presidency and in the

decades he served on the board of trustees before
that, he has seen the evolution of these students once
they get to campus and are encouraged to excel.
"In some cases, it's dramatic; in others, it's more
gradual, but you can see that recognition: Tm going
to be educated, not just the fastest runner or the
strongest player, but I'm going to be educated!"'
Bridgewater College has a commitment to find
what might be considered unlikely prospects for col
lege and pull them out of the line and convince them,
"You've got what it takes to go to
college and succeed," Stone says.
He thinks of specific stu
dents. One left college under
suspension, but Stone repeatedly
encouraged him to return and
graduate. He did.
Another spent his Christmas
holidays living with his mother
in a nursing home - there was no
other home for him to go to.
But Stone gets really animat
ed talking about another young
man he read about who had lived
in about 30 places, who worked
part-time during high school, who
was quoted in the newspaper ar
Photo by Tommy Thompson
ticle as wanting to go to college so
he could give something back to
his community. Stone memorized the picture of that
student and called him by name when he saw him on
the football field.
Naturally, the student was startled that the
president of the college recognized him. But Stone
told him that he had been impressed by what he had
read about him. "There are resources here to make
sure you complete your education," he reassured the
student. "And, although I'll be retired, I'll be watching
you!"
Later, crossing campus, Stone again greeted the
student by name and caught that look of surprised
recognition.
But then, still later, he got the affirmation that
Bridgewater College welcomes and nurtures the stu
dent who just needs a chance to prove that he or she
belongs in college.
Stone walked into the dining room. And that
young football player yelled out: "Hey, P Stone!"

WINTER 2010
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Two major construction projects - one of which will significantly improve two existing
student residence halls and the other will provide new village-style student housing at
Bridgewater College - have been announced by the College's board of trustees. ►

Good Manors
by Charles Culbertson
Bridgewater College is growing.
The College has announced it will begin two building projects that will help facilitate a new long-range goal
of 1,800 students and substantially improve and expand existing structures.
The first phase of both projects will get under way in February-March and be completed by August, in time
for the 2010-11 academic year.
According to Anne B. Keeler, vice president for finance and treasurer at Bridgewater, one project will reno
vate and add two connecting links to Wright and Heritage halls, which are located just west of Bowman Hall at
Dinkel Avenue and Third Street. The second project will see the construction of the first of a series of village
style student residences on the east campus at East College Street and College View Drive.

Wright-Heritage
The renovation of Wright and Heritage - two 1959-61 residence halls - will be accomplished in several
phases, the first of which will cost approximately $2.5 million, noted Keeler. Phase one, she said, will include the
construction of a link that will join the two halls; a pedestrian plaza that will replace an existing small parking
area; a cafe on the ground floor of the link; and a patio for outdoor eating, gathering and small performances.
Keeler said phase one will also see the construction of residences for 12 students in two suites, located on
the second floor of the link; a fitness room, meeting rooms and recreation room; and the provision of elevator
access to all three floors of Wright and Heritage.

► Two links between Wright and Heritage will form a
courtyard, as pictured in this rendering.
T Western link between Wright and Heritage, as viewed
from Third Street.
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Construction in future phases of the Wright-Heritage project will build a second link that will form a court
yard between the two residence halls; the installation of air conditioning; fully renovated bathrooms; electrical
and system upgrades; and new interior finishes.
"The project timeline currently anticipates completion of both links and the Wright upgrades by 2014, but
the schedule will depend on economic conditions, room demand and the availability of financing," said Keeler.

East campus housing
"To accommodate what we anticipate as a gradual growth in residential students, Bridgewater will begin
construction of a multi-unit student housing complex at East College Street and College View Drive," Keeler
said. "These village-style residences will be safe and secure, unique to the culture of the College and the region
and go beyond our norm for campus housing."
Phase one, she said, will include up to three units that can house 32-40 students in four-student apartments.
"Units will be similar in style and layout, but distinctive so that the final result will resemble a traditional
neighborhood," she said.
Keeler noted that each larger unit will house 16 students in two-story buildings that incorporate design
elements of local residential neighborhoods, such as spacious porches and a modified Victorian style. Smaller
units will house eight students each, but all, said Keeler, will be more similar to single-family dwellings than to
commercial apartment buildings.
"There will be a strong focus on outdoor gathering spaces and features designed to encour
age a sense of community, including green space, seating areas, outdoor fireplaces and recreation
al features," Keeler said.
Keeler added that the new housing, which will be academically centered with both indoor
and outdoor-centered classroom areas, is designed for efficiency in operations and maintenance
while creating a contemporary, yet timeless aesthetic.
"We see this new development as not only providing Bridgewater with the student housing
it will need in the future, but also as giving the college a competitive advantage that will promote
student interest and enrollment."
Keeler said design work is still pending regarding building material selection and site planning.

East campus housing.

"We see this new development as not only providing Bridgewater with the student housing it will
need in the future, but also as giving the college a competitive advantage that will promote student
interest and enrollment." -ANNE B. KEELER

"" This rendering shows Wright-Heritage link as
viewed from the rear of Bowman Hall.
◄ Architectural rendering of the Wright
Heritage link, as it faces east. Bowman Hall
is on the right.
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Jean Willi, head women's basketball coach at Bridgewa
ter College, has been inducted into the Turner Ashby High
School Sports Hall of Fame for her career achievements.
Willi, a 1976 graduate
of Turner Ashby and 1980
Willi Inducted Into
Turner Ashby Sports graduate of Bridgewater, is
also associate athletic direc
Hall of Fame
tor for the College.
The induction noted Willi's stellar performance in track
and basketball at TA. She held the shot put record for many
years and was voted Girls Track Most Valuable Player in her
senior year. Willi also played four years of varsity basketball,
leading the team in scoring all three years, and was the first
woman to letter in what was then a men's sport - golf.

At Bridgewater, Willi was an All-State selection in
basketball and was a member of the 1980 lacrosse squad that
finished fourth nationally. After her graduation, she spent 11
years as the College's assistant basketball coach before taking
over as head coach in 1996.
As head coach, Willi's teams have won two regular
season Old Dominion Athletic Conference titles, two ODAC
tournament championships and five NCA A Division III ap
pearances. Overall, her team's winning percentage is 72.5.
"I feel privileged and humbled to be included in the
Turner Ashby Hall of Fame," Willi said. "It's an honor to be
remembered and to be included in a group consisting of so
many other fine athletes." ◄ CC

Seniors Snag Durna Awards
Two Bridgewater College seniors have been awarded the John W. and Lurene M. Durna Endowed Scholarship.
Christy Villalobos, '10, the daughter of Matthew and Cheryl Villalobos of Sterling, Va., and Andrew Kirkner, '10, the son of
Tyler and Pamela Kirkner of Pulaski, Va., each received a $2,500 scholarship for achieving superior academic standards and main
taining good campus citizenship. The scholarship is also awarded to those who intend to pursue a career in law.
Additionally, scholarship recipients must have a grade point average of 3.25 (out of a possible 4.0) and maintain a satisfactory
grade in the College's Convocation Program.
Villalobos and Kirkner also received a plaque from BC President Phillip C. Stone and will be recognized with a nameplate on
the "Durna Scholar of the Year" plaque in the College's Kline Campus Center.
The scholarship memorializes the affection for Bridgewater College that John W. Durna, '39, and Lurene M. Hartman
Durna, '40, had for their alma mater.
The scholarship is limited to full-time students and is awarded for one year. ◄ CC

Every Student, One Commitment Campaign Tops $38.6 Million
The Every Student, One Commitment: Campaign for
Bridgewater College is nearing its $40 million goal. As of
Nov. 30, 2009, the campaign total was $38.6 million, or 96
percent of the goal, thanks to the many alumni, parents and
friends of Bridgewater who have contributed to the cam
paign. Despite the global economic crisis, giving remained
strong as the campaign continued on track for its scheduled
conclusion in 2010.

During the past 17 months, 15 bequests, including one
from the estate of Dr. William W. Thomas totaling $1.7
million, were received toward the campaign, along with 13
additional pledges of estate commitments. Endowed scholar
ships, the top priority of the campaign, continued to be a
key component as four new scholarships were established,
and significant amounts were contributed to two scholarship
funds already in existence. ◄ OAS

BC Receives VFIC Support Grant
Bridgewater College is the recipient of a $153,043 support grant from the Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges.
The grant will benefit student scholarships, capital improvements and budget support at Bridgewater.
Since 1952, Bridgewater College has received more than $7 million from VFIC to support its programs, making the VFIC
one of the largest sources of charitable support in the College's history.
The mission of VFIC is to support Virginia's leading private colleges and universities by obtaining financial support, increas
ing the institutions' visibility and furthering the development of innovative and collaborative initiatives among the colleges.
"We are truly delighted to be in a position to make these grants," said VFIC Board Chairman G.S. Fitz-Hugh Jr. "These
private colleges are critical to the commonwealth's offerings in higher education, as well as to Virginia's economic development,
workforce development and quality of life." ◄ CC
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Winston Receives Long Leaf Pine Award
Gayle Hamby Winston, '50, of Grassy Creek, N.C., was awarded the Order of the Long Leaf Pine - the
highest honor a North Carolina citizen can receive. T he award, which is bestowed at the discretion of the
governor, is typically given to honor an individual who has made outstanding contributions to the commu
nity. To date, more than 13,000 people - including Billy Graham, Michael Jordan and Maya Angelou - have
received the award.
Winston, who spent much of her childhood in Ashe County, originally aspired to a career in journalism.
After graduating from Bridgewater, where she served as editor of the
BC Bee, she worked at Time magazine until she became interested in
theater production. After marrying television director Ron Winston,
she returned to Ashe County in the 1970s and purchased her family's
former homestead in Grassy Creek, transforming the property into a
profitable farming enterprise.
Winston went on to own and operate the Glendale Springs Inn and also purchased the
property which would become the River House Inn in 1988. T he inn has become nationally re
nowned for its French cuisine and as an entertainment venue. She also oversaw the operations
of two establishments in Virginia and still owns the Old Salem Tavern in Winston-Salem, N.C.
"If anyone has earned this prestigious award, it is Gayle Winston," said N.C. Rep. Cullie
Tarleton (D-9Y<l), who nominated her for the recognition. "She is the personification of the
real, true Renaissance woman." ◄ CC

Alumni Hear BC Updates, Say Farewell to President Stone
During the summer and fall of 2009, Bridgewater College alumni, parents and friends
came to locations throughout the Mid-Atlantic, as well as California, to hear updates on the
events at BC and see Phillip C. Stone during his final year as president of the College. Whether
in the homes of alumni or at area restaurants, the gatherings which took place in areas from
Daleville, Va. to La Verne, Calif. were well-attended and provided an opportunity for Stone to
recap his presidency and express his gratitude to all who have supported the College.
Stone spoke about the implementation of Bridgewater's signature program - the Personal
Development Portfolio - as well as the fact that over 75 percent of the faculty had been hired
during his tenure as president. Looking ahead, he reported on the College's plans to expand
enrollment to 1,800 and the recent announcement of new residential housing for students village-style residences that will be constructed on the east end of campus, along with the reno
vation and construction of two links that will join Wright and Heritage Halls.
Although Stone said his departure will be bittersweet, he expressed his belief that the Col
lege is well-positioned for the future and thanked all who were present for their support, ask
ing again for continued and increased support as the College concludes the $40 million Every
Student, One Commitment Campaign.
More alumni events are planned for the spring of 2010. Make plans now to reunite with
and meet other BC alumni, parents and friends at one of the following:
February 24, 2010
Richmond, Va., Willow Oaks Country Club, (Time TBD)
March 5, 2010
Rockingham County, (Va.), Home of Walter and Martha Curt, 6-8 p.m.
March 7, 2010
Virginia Beach (Va.) Town Center, (Time TBD)
March 11, 2010
Winchester, Va., Home of Ted and Faye Barker, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Top: Home of Ors. Ben, '82, and Sherrie, '85,
Wampler, Nokesville, Va. (Sept. 28, 2009)
Bottom: Home of BC Trustee Manning
Muntzing and wife Nan, Potomac, Md. (Oct.

77, 2009)

For further information, please call Sherrie Arey at (540) 828-5787. ◄ OAS
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BC Student Continues G.A.B. Tradition
W hat started out as a requirement for high-school
graduation quickly turned into something much more
for Anna Clements, '10. During her junior year of
high school, this Smithburg, Md., resident began a
book drive known as "Give a Book," or G.A.B. It was
a natural thing for her to do; at an early age, Clements
discovered books, loved to read and - as an English and
communication studies major at BC - aspires to be a
literary agent. For her, G.A.B. turned into a campaign to make sure every
child has a book in hand and the chance to learn to read.
After completing the original project, Clements felt it only made
sense for her to continue the mission after high school. Today, she con
ducts book drives by reaching out to the community for donations. She
estimates that 1,000 books have been donated through G.A.B.
After her most recent drive, she donated more than 200 books to
the Gus Bus Early Literacy Program, a partner agency of the United Way
of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County. Gus Bus provides a book-bag
exchange program to children entering school and early literacy opportu
nities that target the most at-risk children and families.
For more information on the United Way of Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County, visit its Web site at www.uwhr.org or call (540) 4346639. ◄ cc

BC Senior Tapped for Statewide Career Council
Quincy Lee, '10, a business administration and Spanish double
major, has been selected to represent the College on a statewide advi
sory council that focuses on connecting private college students with
internship and employment opportunities with top Virginia banks and
corporations.
Lee, of Roanoke, Va., currently serves on the Student Advisory
Council for CAREER15, a job placement network for students enrolled
at the 15 private colleges and universities which are members of the state
wide consortium supported by the Virginia Foundation for Independent
Colleges (VFIC).
CAREER15, launched by the VFIC last year and offered through
Bridgewater College's career services office, was designed as a cost- and
time-efficient way to connect Virginia's private college students with
potential employers. Each college is represented by one student on the
council; they were selected on the basis of academic achievement and
leadership on campus.
"We're delighted to have student leaders like Quincy Lee on the Stu
dent Advisory Council," said Doug Banks, director of CAREER15. "Her
advice and counsel, and her work on campus to engage other students
with CAREER15, are critical to the success of the program, and are much
appreciated."
Lee is the daughter of Rob and Deirdre Lee of Roanoke. ◄ CC
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Kittie's

i

The faculty andstudents in front of the Virginia NormalSchool in the spring of 7889. The bu l idng,
which was loca et d on th e pres e tnsite of Flory Hall, was destroyed by fire Dec. 3 0, 78 8
9.

TE
W R
DE A
1 2 BRI G

The first graduating class, June
78, 7886 (left to right): Daniel 8.
Garber; Kittie Danner and William
K. Franklin.

by Dale F. Harter

ittie Danner arrived in Bridgewater, Va., in the fall of 1883,
a 16-year-old girl embarking on a new adventure at a small
school for men and women. Her story spans the 130 years
of history that Bridgewater College is celebrating in 2010. And like
the College, Danner's legacy still is going strong.
Born Dec. 15, 1866, in Parsville, Md., Kate "Kittie" Danner was
one of at least three children - two girls and one boy - raised by
Henry and Julia Engel Danner. Henry, a farmer, moved his family
from Carroll to Howard County by 1880. Three years later, Kittie
traveled south to the Shenandoah Valley to enroll at the Virginia
Normal School in Bridgewater.
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Her new school originally had been called the Spring Creek Normal School, located four
miles west of Bridgewater in the village of Spring Creek. Daniel Christian Flory, the school's
founder, had received a liberal education at the University of Virginia and believed co-educa
tion was "the only true method of education." Despite significant opposition from members
of his faith, the German Baptist Brethren (now the Church of the Brethren), who believed
higher education was detrimental to leading a Christian life, Flory opened the school in Sep
tember 1880.
Based on the success of the first session, a number of Brethren leaders in the area who

Above: Bridgewater College

Above: Another view ofVirginia Normal

Class of 1913. Paul Bowman is
the last person on the left.

School, circa 1889.

Right: Roy Hoover, perhaps

dressed up fora play, during
his Bridgewater College days.

Right: A pre-marriage photograph ofKittie

Danner and Jacob Hoover, probably taken in
June 7886.

supported higher education became convinced that Flory's school should be sustained.
On May 12, 1881, a group of about 40 Brethren men met on the back porch of Emanuel
Hoover's home near Timberville, in northern Rockingham County, to consider sponsoring
the school. The meeting resulted in the selection of 30 men to a board of trustees, including a
prominent Rockingham farmer who one day would become Kittie Danner's father-in-law.
Although both the name and location of the school had changed by the time Danner ar
rived, the founding principles and academic structure had not. Flory designed the curriculum
to provide a broad liberal education for Brethren and non-Brethren students and to train
teachers for Virginia's schools. The school initially offered three courses of study: a Normal,
a Scientific and a Classical Course. Danner entered the Normal Course which, according to
the school prospectus, was "designed to lay a good foundation for liberal education." While
directed toward students who wanted to become teachers, the prospectus promised to also
meet the wants "of those who wish to fit themselves for a higher sphere of usefulness in life."
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Danner was not the first female student to attend the institution that soon would be known
as Bridgewater College. Twenty-eight other young women had attended the school before her,
but none had completed a course of study. With the exception of Olive Nicholas, from Cabell
County, W.Va., all of these students had been from Augusta or Rockingham County. Another
Maryland girl, Effie Shriner, of Carroll County, and Emma Black, from Koukuck, Iowa, entered
at the same time as Danner, but both were gone by the following year.
On June 18, 1886, the school held its first graduation exercises. The departing class
consisted of three people, including the first female graduate: William K. Franklin, of Carroll

oover holding daug er orothy Jane; Jacob Hoover:
,
ng daughter Shirley; Third row: Pearl Skeggs Bowman, wife of Paul; Gordon K Hoover; Jennie Trout Hoover, wife of Henry;
ughter of Henry Allan Hoover; Sue Arnold Hoover, wife of Roy.

County, Md.; Daniel B. Garber, of Bridgewater; and Kittie Danner. All received bachelor of
English degrees. By August, the school newspaper, Educational Notes of the Virginia Normal,
reported, "Sister Kitty (sic) Danner is at home and expecting to teach this year."
Danner made many friends during her school days in Bridgewater, including Jacob A.
Hoover, a young man who entered V irginia Normal during her last year. A son of Emanuel
Hoover - the Rockingham farmer who served on the Spring Creek Normal's first board of
trustees - Jacob did not stick around to graduate from the school his father helped preserve.
Maybe school was just not as attractive to him as Kittie Danner. On Sept. 17, 1888, they
were married in Daisy, Md.
The Hoovers apparently lived and farmed in both Maryland and Rockingham County
before moving to Roanoke, Va., in the 1890s. They raised four sons, three of whom gradu
ated from Bridgewater College: Henry Allan, 1909, Paul, '13 and Roy, '15. Henry Allan,
who was class treasurer, became a Church of the Brethren minister, serving in the Roanoke
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area. Paul, an accomplished tennis player at Bridgewater, was a farmer in Maryland and a devoted
teacher and deacon in his own church.
Roy graduated from the University of Virginia Medical School in 1919 and enjoyed a distin
guished career in orthopedics. He helped establish the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center, at
Fishersville, Va., and served as its director for 20 years. The Virginia Department of Rehabilitative
Services established the Roy M. Hoover Award, given annually to a person contributing the most
to the rehabilitation of Virginia citizens. His three daughters - June Hoover Foster, '43, Mary
Hoover Smith, '43, and Shirley Hoover Taylor, '41 - all graduated from Bridgewater College, as
well as two granddaughters, Darlene Smith Meyers, '70 and Linda Smith Lumsden, '80. Shirley, a
noted environmentalist and a professor at Florida State University, worked with
her husband and fellow FSU professor in developing methods that are credited
with revolutionizing the study of chromosomes.
The Hoovers' youngest son, Gordon, died in one of the saddest chapters in
Bridgewater College history. On Oct. 19, 1926, he was asphyxiated by hydro
gen sulfide gas in the College's chemistry lab, then located on the ground floor
of the old gymnasium. The tragedy was front-page news for several days in Har
risonburg's Daily News-Record. After an investigation, College officials declared
his death was "due to some accident or error of judgement of his own which
Kelli Worst and Tim Gower, 2009-2070
happened to him in an attempt to carry out some project which he alone had
academic year recipients of funds from the
conceived and which he confided to no one else."
Hoover Scholarship. Photos by Dale Harter
With the exception of this heart-breaking event, Kittie and Jacob apparently
lived long and happy lives. After moving to Roanoke, Jacob became a success
Today, 130 years
ful businessman and realtor. He and Kittie were charter members of Roanoke's
First Church of the Brethren and played key roles in establishing the Ninth
after the founding of
Street Church of the Brethren. In 1917, they provided funds to establish the Ja
cob A. and Kittie Danner Hoover Scholarship Fund at Bridgewater College "for
Spring Creek Normal
some worthy young person preparing for useful service in the church." Jacob
died
at his home in Roanoke, Dec. 12, 1941.
School, the spirit of its
Kittie was living with her son, Roy, in Roanoke, when she died in 1953.
While she never taught in an official capacity after marrying, she lived a life
first female graduate
that was shaped and nurtured by the broad liberal education that D. C. Flory
continues to walk,
promised, and that she received, at the school that evolved into Bridgewater
College. Descendants remembered her as an artist, nature lover, gardener, avid
talk, live and learn at
reader, follower of Henry David Thoreau and an advocate of equal rights. She
reportedly never voted because she was opposed to, and refused to pay, the
Bridgewater College.
poll tax in Virginia.
When Roy Hoover died in 1988, he honored his mother by leaving his
estate to Bridgewater College for a fund in her memory. His bequest was added to the scholarship
established by his parents in 1917. Since 1988, 16 Bridgewater students have received financial
tuition assistance through the Jacob A. and Kittie Danner Hoover Scholarship Fund.
Senior Kelli Worst, of Virginia Beach, and junior Tim Gower, of Walkersville, Md., are the
2009-2010 academic year recipients of funds from the Hoover Scholarship. Today, 130 years after
the founding of Spring Creek Normal School, the spirit of its first female graduate continues to
walk, talk, live and learn at Bridgewater College.
Dale Harter is Bridgewater College archivist and curator of the Reuel 8. Pritchett Museum.
All of the photos, except for the school and the first graduating class, were recently donated to Special Collections by Michael and Diane
Taylor, of Williamstown, Mass. Michael is the son ofShirley Hoover Taylor and the grandson of Roy M. Hoover. Many of the photographs they
donated are part of an album kept by the Hoover boys while attending Bridgewater College.

16 BRIDGEWATER.

Centenarian,

Plus7

by Charles Culbertson

W

hen Marie Theresa Cox was born, Theodore Roosevelt
was president of the United States. The Civil War had
been over for only 3 7 years. The Wright Brothers were
still a year and a half away from flying the world's first
airplane at Kitty Hawk, N.C.
Bridgewater College had celebrated just 22 birthdays.
At 107, Miss Cox - BC class of 1924 - is believed to be one of the
oldest living graduates of Bridgewater College. Born April 6, 1902, this
native of Barren Ridge, Va., today resides
at the Bridgewater Retirement Community
where she spends much of her time reading,
visiting with family and fellow community
members, and reminiscing over her long,
fruitful life.
Of course, any interview with someone
who has reached the age of 107 carries with
it the requisite question: "To what do you
attribute your longevity?"
Miss Cox, who spent her career as a school teacher, has a simple
answer:
"You have to pace yourself."
It is a formula her family and acquaintances say she has followed as
siduously. She has, they say, never, ever been in a hurry about anything.
Nice and easy, one thing at a time, do it well, and move on to the next
task. If, indeed, her approach is the wellspring from which flows a long,

Marie T Cox, '24, on her 707th birthday
Photo by Ronald V. Cox, '59
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The teachers of Dale Enterprise School attended their first
reunion in August 7997, with about 400 people from as far away
as Kentucky and Pennsylvania. Marie is fourth from the left.
Photo by R.J. Burkholder Photography

happy and productive life, the modern world
would do well to pay heed.
Miss Cox was graduated from New Hope
High School in 1920 and chose to attend
Bridgewater because, she said, "it was close."
She may also have been influenced by her
mother, Dora Brower
Cox, who was gradu
"You have to
ated from the Colpace yourself."
lege in 1896, and her
- Marie Cox, '24
grandfather, Enoch
L Brower, who was
a member of the Col
lege's first board of trustees.
At any rate, once she arrived at the then
much smaller campus - the College consisted
of only 11 buildings, not counting the heating
plant and farm - she proceeded in her steady,
determined, unhurried way to throw herself
into its life and activities.
In her freshman year, Miss Cox was an
active member of the Victorian Society and,
in her sophomore year, added the College
YW.C.A. to her list of pursuits. By the time
she was a senior, Miss Cox was also a member
of the Ladies' Glee Club. Academically, she
was well-known to her professors and fellow
students as persistent and hard working.
"Marie is very much interested in Christian

education," noted the 1924 Ripples. "She has
an enviable record as a teacher of Vacation Bi
ble Schools. She also is a regular teacher in her
home Sunday School. She has been unusually
faithful to the College YW.C.A., having made
special effort to attend all of its meetings.
"Marie," the yearbook continued, "has a
rather domestic turn, too; a fact to which her
beautiful sewing and her skill in household arts
bear ample witness. Whether she follows her
interest in teaching or her interest in domes
tic affairs, we foresee for Marie a serene and
happy life."
Ripples described Miss Cox's idea of mis
ery as "haste."
It was teaching that Miss Cox, who was
graduated with a degree in English, decided to
pursue as a career. Her first job was as a high
school English teacher at Amelia Court House
and, later, in Fluvanna and Augusta counties.
Five years of her teaching were conducted in
single-teacher schoolhouses.
From 1944-1963 she taught first and
second grades at Dale Enterprise School, which
was located five miles west of Harrisonburg. In
July 2009 - 100 years after the school opened
(it closed in 1963) - an anniversary reunion
was held, and Miss Cox attended, Not
long afterward, she received a
letter from Daniel Bowman
of Harrisonburg, who had
been taught by Miss
Cox in 1948-51.
"One of the
things I remem
ber about your
class room is
those white
window
curtains
with the
brightly
colored
leaves

Senior Class, BC 7924. Marie Cox is circled. (Photo from Ripples)
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printed on them," he wrote. ''After one of
those walks back to Mole Hill to gather leaves,
you had us color the back side of some of the
leaves with crayons. We colored the leaves red,
yellow, green, brown, etc., according to the
colors on the leaf. You then placed the leaves
colored side down on the white cloth. Then
you put wax paper over the leaves and ironed
them with a hot iron.
"The bright crayon colors transferred to
the cloth, making a row of perfect bright
colored leaves," Bowman continued. "At the
bottom of the curtain under the leaves you had
us color in three, one-inch wide bands - red,
yellow and green. Those curtains were really
pretty and made your class room very bright
and cheery. Hope you can manage a lot more
birthdays."
After Dale Enterprise School closed, Miss
Cox taught at Pleasant Valley Elementary
School until her retirement in 1967. A Daily
News-Record story pointed out that she had
boasted a perfect attendance record for those
four years. In all, her teaching career spanned
36 years, 19 of which were spent in Rocking
ham County schools.
Miss Cox, who has been a member of the

Rockingham Education Associa
tion, Virginia Education Associa
tion and the National Education
Association, is a member of the
Bridgewater Church of the Breth
ren where she served as Sunday
School secretary for 22 years.
She also served as Membership
Marie Cox, senior(1924Ripples}, and in the 1960's.
Chair for the Bridgewater Home
Auxiliary from 1968-78.
Miss Cox lived at her home at 211 Broad
St. in Bridgewater until, in 2000 at the age of
98, she moved into assisted living quarters at
the retirement community. Throughout the
years she attended most of her class reunions,
and today she is the sole survivor of the class
of 1924. Her brother, Horace V Cox, was
a 1933 graduate of the College, and died in
1992.
Miss Cox, as always, is unhurried in her
daily pursuits, taking things one at a time and
never allowing life's pressures to get to her. It
is an approach that has brought her from the
horse-and-buggy era to that of space flight and
instant, worldwide communication.
Charles Culbertson is director of media relations at Bridgewater
College and editorofBridgewater magazine.
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n her Facebook page, Maggie
writes that she thought social erworking mas just for teen
agers and young adults. But afte discovering that many of
her friends were on the site, she decidetl to check it out, too.
Smallwood uses her Facebook page to connect with friends and
post monthly about the loans she makes to Kiva, the world's first
person-to-person microlending Web site that allows her to make
modest loans to poor entrepreneurs all over the world, including
Peru, Uganda and Nicaragua. Her loans have helped pay school fees
for children, as well as funding food and agriculture projects. After
recently starting a "Bridgewater College lending team," on Kiva, she
hopes to inspire fellow alumni to join with her in making loans that
can make life better for people living in poverty.
"I lend through Kiva because it is such an ingenious idea and
an incredibly successful way to help the poorest of the poor move
up the ladder," says Smallwood, who began making Kiva loans
two years ago. "I feel
certain that there are
other BC'ers out there
who lend, but I don't
know how to join us all
by Karen Doss Bowman, '91 together. I've thought of
the lending teams more
s sort of a 'Band of Brothers,' those folks with similar interests who
ork together to rally each other."
Like other former Eagles from around the globe, Smallwood
as taken to Facebook as a way to connect with old friends and
to market the Kiva cause she believes in. There's no question that
over the past year or so, social networking sites have exploded in
popularity. A recent article on Mashable, an online social media
guide, reports that 55.6 million U.S. adults (nearly one-third of the
population) visit social networking sites at least once a month. In
August, Nielsen Online reported that Internet users spent 17 percent
of their online time engaged in social networking and blogging

sites - a figure that tripled over the year before. With more than 300 million active users,
Facebook has surpassed MySpace as the most popular social networking site in the world.
For Bridgewater College, social media are providing new oppornmities to stay in touch
with alumni and prospective students.
The Office of Alumni Relations regularly updates and monitors its official Facebook
group page, which currently has more than 1,000 members. Wendell
Esbenshade, director of alumni relations, says the Alumni Office regu
larly posts upcoming events, photos from alumni gatherings such as
Homecoming and other news to keep alumni connected with the col
lege. The site also allows alumni to post messages to one another and
receive updates on upcoming alumni events.
"If you look at the popularity of these social networking sites, it
becomes another tool the Alumni Office can use for connecting with
BC alumni," Esbenshade says. "It becomes a way for alumni to connect
with each other and a way for the alumni office to officially connect
with them. It's just another platform to help them feel like they're
engaged with the college."
Though Esbenshade recently set up a Bridgewater College Twitter
site, he uses it mostly to drive people to the Facebook page. And the
- Marcus Anderson, '08
Facebook page is a means to steer alumni to Bridgewater's official on
line community, www.bridgewateralumni.com. The password-protected
site provides a forum where alumni may update their contact profiles,
post class notes, check out the latest news from campus and register for alumni events. It's
a dynamic site that allows alumni to network with one another and to stay involved in each
other's lives. Current students also are occasionally given guest access to the site if they're
looking for career networking opportunities.
Eventually, Esbenshade hopes the Alumni Office can use Facebook to help communi
cate about class reunions-a number of classes have already formed their own Facebook
fan pages. He also hopes to do more reunions with "affinity groups" (such as past football
players, former Concert Choir members or past Wardo residents), and many of these groups
already have set up Facebook pages. By checking out their pages periodically, the Alumni Of
fice might be able to gauge the interest level for a reunion.
Bret Colbert, '04, has posted film from 2002-2003 Bridgewater football games "so my
former teammates could reminisce about their glory days." Now, as the wide receivers coach

---------------
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- Jarret Smith, '03

and recruiting and video coordinator for the St. Vincent College football program, Colbert
says he uses these old films to teach his current players "how it's supposed to be done."
"The guys love watching themselves in their glory days," says Colbert, who is the son of
former BC offensive coordinator Bob Colbert. "Keeping up with myself and my father can
keep them connected to their long-lost college experiences."
The Admissions Office also has begun using Facebook as a way to connect with prospec
tive students. Admissions counselor Marcus Anderson, '08, set up the Bridgewater College
fan page, which he updates regularly with news and photos from campus. For fun, he recent
ly conducted a "Where's Ernie?" photo shoot, featuring Ernie the Eagle in different spots on
campus with current students.
The Bridgewater College fan page allows prospective students to find out what kinds of
activities and events they might participate in should they choose to enroll at Bridgewater,
Anderson says.
"You have to strike while the iron is hot," Anderson says. "Right
now, social networking is really big, and if we don't have some presence
there, we could fall behind - and we don't want that for Bridgewater."
Jarret Smith, '03, associate director of admissions, has plans for
an official group page that would involve current students employed
to reach out to prospective students and to write regular biogs about campus-related topics.
The site would be updated daily with photos and video from campus activities, as well as fun,
campus-related quizzes and columns from Veritas, the student newspaper.
"We're trying to deliver that flavor, that special atmosphere, that makes Bridgewater
different from other colleges," Smith says. "The number one goal is to deliver our message,
but we want to make sure everyone's contact with us is a positive experience, whether they
choose to enroll or not."
With its fresh-Facebook presence, Bridgewater College is only a few keystrokes away
for alumni and other fans throughout the world. The social networking phenomenon gives
Eagles everywhere a chance to renew that close-knit community that drew so many alumni to
the campus in the first place.
"It's an important step into the 21 st century," Anderson says. "Social networking is a nice
way to connect with current students, with prospective students and with alumni. It gives
people a good chance to feel as though they're part of the Bridgewater community without
actually being here."
Karen Doss Bowman, '91, is a freelance writer in Bridgewater, Va.

9 I St. Andrew United Church of Christ,
7:30 p.m.; Louisville, Kentucky
10 I Prince of Peace Church of the
Brethren, 7 p.m.; Kettering, Ohio
11 I Troy Church of the Brethren,
10:40 a.m.; Troy, Ohio
Salem Church of the Brethren, 3 p.m.;
Englewood, Ohio
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18 I Staunton Church of the Brethren,
11 a.m.; Staunton, Virginia
Bridgewater College, Carter Center,
7:30 p.m.; Bridgewater, Virginia
23 I Community United Methodist Church,
7:30 p.m.; Virginia Beach, Virginia
24 I Bruton Parish Church. 8 p.m.;
Williamsburg, Virginia

25 I St. Thomas's Episcopal Church,
7:30 p.m.; Orange, Virginia
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16 I Bridgewater College Baccalaureate,
10 a.m.; Bridgewater, VA
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by Charles Culbertson
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This is the second installment in our periodic
series in which we take a look at retired faculty
and report on where they are and what they're
up to. In this issue, we catch up with Dr. John
Barr, who taught organ, piano and music theory
at BC from 1968-2003. He's still in Bridgewater,
and still busy.

In Retirement, Barr Faces the Music

S

ome people just don't know when
to quit. Even when they quit, they
really don't.
Retired piano and organ profes
sor Dr. John Barr is a perfect case in point.
During his 35 years at Bridgewater College,
he taught and composed and performed, and
immersed himself in the life of the commu
nity and the campus.
When he left the College in 2003, he
went on to teach and compose and perform,
and to immerse himself in the life of the
community and the campus.
What gives?
Well, a lesser man would no doubt have
simply made closer acquaintance with his
hammock, but Barr is one of those people
whose talent is deep and his interests far
flung. He's used his talent since childhood
and can't envision life without music. And,

like most talented, creative people, he
wants to share his passion with the
world - retired or not.
That passion has led him,
since 2003, to continue as
organist for the Bridgewater
Church of the Brethren, a
position he has held for
29 years. But Barr's par
ticipation at the church
scratches only the sur
face of his penchant for
performance. In 2004 he
soloed with the Handel
Festival Orchestra in two
Handel organ concertos;
in 2005 he played the
organ part in Handel's Messiah
with the
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Shenandoah Valley Choral Society
(SVCS); he has performed in many
recitals at churches and other venues
throughout the area; and he regularly
accompanies the SVCS on major
choral works.
Barr, a native of Oregon who
earned his doctorate in sacred music
from the Union Theological Semi
nary in New York City, is also a well
known and highly regarded compos
er. Some of his original works include
preludes to his favorite hymns and
Church Windows, a best-selling group
of nine compositions inspired by the
stained glass windows at his church.
Since 2003 he has continued
to write. In 2004 his original music
to The Holly and the Ivy for mixed
choir and organ was premiered by
the SVCS, which commissioned him
to compose it. His Amherst Melodies
for treble voices, organ and piano
was first performed in 2007 by The Daughters of Song in Harrisonburg, Va.,
and, in 2008, by the James Madison University Women's Choir. In 2007 his
Christmas Cantata for small orchestra, choir and two soloists was performed
by the SVCS.
"I can mirror my own expression in music," explains Barr of his pen
chant for writing and performing. "It's creative as opposed to recreative.
However, I find that I'm obligated to write at a level of limited difficulty,
because today there are fewer and less accomplished organists to play the mu
sic. But I enjoy it, at a pace that I can manage myself."
Teaching, of course, was a large part of Barr's life, and has at times reas
serted itself in his so-called retirement. In August 2008 he was organ clinician
for the Massanetta Springs Bible Conference's Church Music Conference,
and a month later he taught "The King of Instruments: An Overview of the
History and Music of the Organ," in the JMU Lifelong Learning Institute.
Barr admits he also likes to take life a little easy at times. He and his wife
of 43 years, Ann, take walks twice a day, and occasionally enjoy a train ride.
They also participate in the Rockingham Memorial Hospital Hospice pro
gram, each week visiting a person and their spouse - one of whom is in his or
her last illness.
"We visit and sometimes there is a piano or little electronic organ with
which I can share music," Barr said.
Barr also loves to read novels and biographies, attend programs at the
College, browse the Alexander Mack Memorial Library, and have lunch with
Dr. Larry Taylor, associate professor of music at the College.
"Our days are full," he says.
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Setting
the Pace ...
Since Bridgewater College was

founded in 1880, much has

changed in higher education.
We have kept - and often

set - the pace. At

the same time, we

have held on to our

cherished values such

as academic quality,

a sense of community and

developing the whole person.

Bridgewater has educated
generation after

generation of active,

engaged citizens of

the world.

Together, you and other

Bridgewater alumni, parents
and friends have

helped our students
achieve success.

Please continue

investing in our

students through your gift to
the Bridgewater Fund.

For more information or to make a
gift, visit us on!ine:
www.bridgewater.edu/give
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Turning Bridgewater

URside
Down

BC students establish the first college chapter of the
New Community Project and put their efforts where
their convictions lie.
by Olivia A. Shifflett

W

hen David Radcliff, '75, founder of the faith-based, non
profit New Community Project (NCP) visited Bridge
water College to speak about the organization's role

in global peace and justice initiatives, it wasn't just a speech. The
passion sparked by that convocation inspired a group of BC students

to found the first college chapter of NCP and to get involved.
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That commitment has extended from making small-scale changes in campus life to fund
raising for global causes.
Senior Chelsea Goss was eager to establish a chapter at Bridgewater due to her familiar
ity with NCP through several of its Learning Tours she had taken to Honduras and Sudan.
Learning Tours are educational experiences that help participants gain a better understanding
of the world around them and the problems facing people and the environment in troubled
regions. Founded in 2003, NCP's goal is "to provide experiences that change us, resources
that challenge us, and a community that gives us hope."
As Goss remarked, "The Bridgewater College chapter of NCP is a group of students who
really want to see change. We are starting here at Bridgewater to help our campus go green,
to provide information to help make others aware of global justice issues and
work to reach into the worldwide community."
"We have to
The chapter began organizing events during the last academic year and was
remember that
formally established as a student organization in 2009-10. Goss and the rest of
the committee members are proud of how much they've been able to accomplish
every penny
in a short amount of time. In addition to Goss, current members of the commit
counts, and that
tee heading NCP-BC are Alaina Erbaugh, '10, Hannah Guisewite, '11, and Mari
anne
Houff, '11. Nicole Phillips, '09, was also a founding member, and chaplain
we can save lives,
Robbie Miller is the current faculty/staff adviser to the club.
even if we are
"I believe it's our responsibility to take care of this one world that we are
only making what
given and to help those who are less fortunate," said Goss. "Right now, NCP is
the club that allows my voice to be heard and makes a difference, not only in our
seems to be a small
BC community but also our global community."
contribution."
Among the club's many accomplishments to date are its efforts to help make
fair trade coffee available on campus in the Kline Campus Center dining hall, the
- Hannah Guisewite, '17
Eagle's Nest, the library and the bookstore. Purchasing products marked "fair
trade" helps to ensure that the farmers and producers, usually in third-world
countries, receive living wages when they sell their goods and crops. NCP-BC members also
sold fair trade coffee and chocolates for both Christmas and Valentine's Day as a fundraiser
for the organization.
The largest fundraiser held by NCP-BC during 2008-09 was for the "Give a Girl a
Chance" program, which helps girls in Sudan, Nepal and Burma attend school. The dance
show it hosted as a benefit raised just over $2,400 to send girls to school who otherwise
wouldn't have the opportunity. Erbaugh commented that this program was her favorite, "be
cause it made me realize that even though we're only a few out of billions of people in this
world, we can still make a difference in the lives of others."
The students focused on environmental concerns by raising approximately $500 through
a variety show to benefit "If a Tree Falls," an effort to protect and restore forests in the Arna-
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T he mission of the New Commu
nity Project is living more sustain
ably with the earth and more fairly
with its people.

Our work includes:
• Learning Tours to the Arctic,
Amazon, Africa, Southeast Asia
- places where the earth and our
neighbors are struggling

• a Sustainable Living Homestead
that combines organic garden
ing and programs to undo
global warming with outreach
to those at the margins of the
community
• speakers and workshop leaders
for schools, colleges, congrega
tions, youth events and other
gatherings

• Solidarity Workers in other
countries and cultures
• a variety of engaging print and
Web-based resources
• a support network for like
minded souls, with a special
interest in empowering youth
and young adults

zon, Sudan and Guatemala; helping with Earth Day activities on campus; picking up cans
and bottles for Recyclemania, a national recycling competition for colleges and universities;
and sending students to Powershift '09, a conference for students to address global climate
change issues and bring ideas back to campus. T hey also made efforts to work closely with
J. Young, director of dining services at BC, Teshome Molalenge, '87, director of facilities and
auxiliary services, and John Overacker, bookstore manager, on issues ranging from trayless
days in the cafeteria (to conserve water and energy) to encouraging that bookstore merchan
dise isn't manufactured in sweatshops.
"I am passionate about NCP because I believe Bridgewater students, faculty and staff
need to know how their lives are affecting the world," said Houff. "I love how our club
works to make our campus more environmentally friendly along with helping people around the world through buying fair trade chocolate and raising
"Even though we're
money for various programs. It's a great voice on campus that I am glad to be
only a few out of
a part of."
Currently, they are making scarves to raise funds for Midwives for Haiti - a
billions of people
group of certified nurse-midwives that trains women to help make birth safer
in this world, we
and lower mortality rates in a country where more than 75 percent of all deliv
eries are attended by women with no medical training.
can still make a
"We have to remember that every penny counts, and that we can save
difference in the
lives, even if we are only making what seems to be a small contribution," said
Guisewite.
lives of others."
Speakers are also brought in periodically to raise student awareness of vari
-Alaina Erbaugh, 'JO
ous issues, including Tom Benevento, who has started sustainable living initia
tives such as a community garden and bike shop in Harrisonburg, Va., representatives from Ten T housand Villages who spoke about fair trade products and
NCP founder Radcliff.
Erbaugh explained the significance of NCP in terms of broadening student focus and
bringing attention to the global community as a whole. "I used to focus so much on my own
goals and agenda, but the past few years have taught me to focus outside myself and find new
ways to make our world a better place."
Goss also spoke about their desire to increase involvement and expand the organization
in the future.
"Just as the NCP tagline reads 'turning the world upside down,' I hope we can continue
to turn Bridgewater upside down, in the sense of making our campus realize that the small
things we do can and will make a difference,'' she said. "I hope we can continue to make our
campus aware of global injustices, environmental issues and ways that we can help."
Olivia A. Shifflett is assistant to the vice president of college relations at Bridgewater College.
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hen Dr. Albert Sauls ('57) and his wife, Loretta, sold their home, they wanted
some of the proceeds to provide an income for themselves while benefiting
Bridgewater College. They knew just where to turn - a charitable gift annuity.
Long-term benefactors of Bridgewater College, they purchased their first charitable gift annuity
several years earlier and were pleased with its attributes: a steady income, income tax and estate
tax benefits, and enrichment of the lives of Bridgewater College students.
Albert had sung with a men's chorus during his years on campus, and the Sauls wanted
their gift to ultimately benefit students through the College's music program. They made
provisions to see that their wishes will be carried out as a perpetual legacy of their generosity
and love of music.
As it was with the Sauls, choosing a charitable gift annuity can be an easy decision for you
once you have all the facts.

ffll
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For information on charitable gift annuities or other types of gifts, contact:

John R. Hipps, Executive Director of Development
Call 540-828-5759 or e-mail: jhipps@bridgewater.edu
Other Bridgewater College Advancement staff members are also available to assist
you. Please contact us today.

CLASSNOTES 1lftlt

1fRllr
CLASS
NOTES

1940

MEARL Ci. GORDON, of Harrison
burg, Va., has been retired for 27 years
and lives in assisted living at Virginia
Mennonite Retirement Community.

1945

MAJ. GEN. JOHN E. HOOVER, RET.,
and his wife of 56 years, Mary, live
in Branden Wilde life care center in
Evans, Ga. John writes, "We are thor
oughly enjoying retirement."

1950

In August, GAYLE HAMBY WINSTON
of Grassy Creek, N.C., was honored
as the recipient of the Order of the
Long Leaf Pine award. The award is
the highest honor a North Carolina
citizen can receive and is given out
at the governor's discretion. She was
recognized for her accomplishments
in the hospitality and tourism industry
in Ashe County and Winston-Salem,
and for her involvement and promo
tion of the arts in the High Country.
See article on page 9.

1953

On Sept. 20, DR. OTIS KITCHEN,
conductor emeritus, directed the
Lancaster County Youth Symphony
and Wind Ensemble during a program

on the "Music Box" on WITF-FM in Nova
Scotia. The program included "Frederic
the Great Overture" by Johann Gottlieb
Graub and excerpts from the "Water
Music Suite" by G.F. Handel. He is
professor of music emeritus at Eliza
bethtown College and is an elected
member of the American Bandmas
ters Association.

1955

PEGGY MOORE MARKS is retired
as a teacher and librarian. She and
her husband, Charles, live at Summit
Square Retirement Community in
Waynesboro, Va.

1957

THE REV. RON THOMPSON has re
tired after nine years as associate pas
tor at Grace Brethren Church in Aiken,
S.C. He moved with his wife, Thelma,
to Limestone, Tenn., to be near one of
his daughters. He earned a master of
divinity degree from Grace Theological
Seminary and pastored congregations
in Roanoke, Va., and Richmond, Va., for
a number of years. During that time he
became the national board chairman
for the Fellowship of Grace Brethren
Churches. He taught evangelism to
pastors in Mexico, Argentina and
Guatemala.

1970

ROBERT L. ALTIC JR., of Sandston,
Va., is clinical pharmacist at St. Mary's
Hospital in Richmond, Va. He earned
a B.S. in pharmacy from the Medical
College of Virginia, an M.B.A. from Vir
ginia Commonwealth University and
a doctor of pharmacy from Creighton
University.

1973

CiROVER C. COLLINS Ill, of Newark,
Md., has completed 30 years with
Prudential Financial Insurance Co. Inc.
His office is located in Berlin, Md., and
he invites classmates to call or stop
by when visiting the Eastern Shore of
Maryland.
MAGGIE FLEMING SMALLWOOD
writes that she has created a Bridge
water College team at Kiva, a nonprofit,
people-to-people lending site that
facilitates loans between lenders and
extremely low-income entrepreneurs
in developing countries. Any funds
contributed go toward the BC team
total. She welcomes anyone to join the
team at Kiva.org. See article on page 20.

Infantry, "The Rock." The focus of the
training was unarmed hand-to-hand
combat and extensive edged weapon
instruction. Upon his return to the
states, he shot an instructional video
to further train all members of the
battalion. He was presented a wooden
"Punisher" plaque, the company sym
bol, to thank him for his service and
instruction to the "Chosen Few."

1979

DAVID S. CRUDEN received a B.S.
degree in forestry from West Virginia
University. He is owner of Arbor Hill
Landscaping which he started in 1987.
The proud grandfather of four lives in
Chester Gap, Va.
PAMELA K. WOLFE of SilverSpring,

1974

Md., is in her 29 th year at the Yeshiva of

MILES BOWMAN of Broomall, Pa.,
has retired after 35 years with Verizon
Corp. and is looking forward to begin
ning his next work. His wife, DEBBIE
FERGUSON BOWMAN, continues to
be employed as an elementary school
secretary and also teaches Sunday
school.
MARION "BO"TRUMBO is partici
pating in the Political Leaders Program
at the Sorensen Institute of Political
Leadership at the University of Virginia
as a member of the Class of 2009. Bo
teaches at Bath County High School in
Hot Springs, Va.

1978

Greater Washington. She also is a con
sultant in European history and hu
man geography for the College Board.
She serves as a table leader at the
advanced placement European history
reading and on the Test Development
Committee for the advanced place
ment exams. She also runs graduate
courses for teachers in the summer at
Rutgers University, Goucher College
and the College of William and Mary.

1981

SUE WRIGHT of Waynesboro, Va.,
is the new director of instruction for
Waynesboro schools. She is a 28-year
veteran of education and former
principal of both Westwood Hills
Elementary and Waynesboro High

JOHN KROGMANN of Catawba, Va.,
went to Vicenza, Italy, to train U.S.
Army paratroopers, including 'Chosen
Company" 2D Battalion (9ABN), 503D

School. She earned a master's degree
in school administration from the
University of Virginia.

HOMECOMING I OCTOBER 17, 2009

Row 1: Elizabeth Williard Conine, Babe Sampson
McGuire, Susan Hall Verdin, Jackie Howard Smith, Betty
Wright Wade, Gerri Garber Rigney Row 2: Bruce/ones,
Ron Eamich, Joey "Football" Lowery, Woody Johnson,
Jeff Heppard, Rick Claybrook, Charles Wilson Row 3:
Scott Breeden, Allen Layman, Gary Baker; Phyllis Wine,
Marion "Bo"Trumbo, Mark Bollinger
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1985

1994

WILLIAM "BILL"TRUSCOTT and
Lorraine have a son, Owen William
Lloyd, born July 29. The family lives in
Gladwyne, Pa.

SHERRI GARDNER BROWNING and
JON BROWNING, '95, have their third
daughter, Samantha Reese, born July
7. The family lives in Chantilly, Va.

1987

1995

NIALL A. PAUL of Charleston, W.Va.,
a member of the law firm Spilman
Thomas R Battle, was selected for
inclusion in the 2010 edition of The
Best Lawyers in America. He was
recognized for labor and employment
law.

1989

TIM LLEWELLYN of Mosely, Va., has
joined the staff at James River High
School as activities director.

1990

JON BROWNING (see Sherri Gardner
Browning, '9LI).

CHRISTINE CARROLL MATHERS and
Andy have a new son, Ian Christo
pher, born May 30. The family, which
includes another son, Jacob, lives in
Lititz, Pa.

1996

LAWRENCE JOSEPH ANTHONY (LJ)
DALMATA JR. and Emily Blair Wed
dington were married Aug. 16, 2008.
The couple lives in Greensboro, N.C.

DR. STEPHANIE BISE MARSHALL
and her husband, Patrick, have their
fourth child, a daughter, Jordan
Taylor, born May 11. The family lives
in Chicago.

1992

CARSON S. WALBURN has been
named to the position of vice presi
dent of institutional advancement
at Muskingham University in New
Concord, Ohio.

John Barrow and Megan Fort

1997

JOHN BARROW and Megan Fort were
married on April 12. Their daughter
Lily Grace, was born Oct. 12. The
family, which includes a son, lives in
Greensboro, N.C.

HOMECOMING I OCTOBER 17, 2009

Row 1: Suzanne Artz Loveland, Mary Ann Mull Couch,
Janet Schwartz Light, Julie Henry Lipscomb, Vivian

Bowman Hubbel/Row 2: Jerry Crouse, Steve Flora,
Pam Caricofe Flora, Pam Crouse Ulrich, Beverly Smith
Butterfield, Kay Spitzer Morrison, Pamela Kline Wolfe
Row 3: Stewart Von Herbulis, Tony Stovall, Robbie

Miller, Pamela Miller Mumper, Ted Barker, Dave Cruden
Row 4: Don Hubbell, Jim Mumper, Vernon Ulrich, Jeff

Postans, Jim Jordan
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MICKEY E. and AMY C. RAFALSKI
HAMILTON, '98, have a new daugh
ter, Emma Claire, born July 16. The
family lives in Lebanon, Va.
HUNTER JONES and MELISSA
GROFT JONES, '99, have a son, Col
ton Edward, born Feb. 23. The family
lives in Spotsylvania, Va.
STACY AUKER JOYCE and Brian have
their second son, Ethan Cabe I, born
May 23. The family lives in Martinsville,
Va.
CURTIS and TAMMY MARIE LOY
STEELE, '99, have a daughter, Laney
Madeline, born Aug. 8. The family,
which includes a son, Braelon, lives in
Bridgewater, Va.

1998

AMY C. RAFALSKI HAMILTON (see
Mickey E. Hamilton, '97).

DR. LAURIE WILSON, a pediatric
physical therapist, has joined the
staff of rehabilitation professionals at
CareWorks Inc. in Greenville, N.C. She
earned her master's and doctorate
degrees in physical therapy from
Shenandoah University. She also
volunteers with North Carolina Special
Olympics.

1999

RACHEL KEEFE JACOBS and Kyle
have a daughter, Caroline Grace, born
May 12. The family, which includes
two sons, Owen and Andrew, lives in
Greensboro, N.C.
MARIA DOVE KEYES of Penn Laird,
Va., is an eighth grade English teacher
at Skyline Middle School. She and

her husband, Chris, are celebrating
the first anniversary of starting their
own business with Premier Designs
Jewelry. They have two Yorkies, Dudley
and Lexi.
MELISSA GROFT JONES (see Hunter
Jones, '1997).
CHAD WORTHINGTON of Rockville,
Va., has a son, Bryson Brantley, born
Sept. 12.

2001

STACEY FORMWALT KOWALSKI of
Holyoke, Mass., received a BSN in nurs
ing from the University of Massachu
setts on May 22.
HEATHER REPLOGLE-BARKEY has
enlarged her Bridgewater business, All
About Flowers R Gifts, to include Flights
of Fancy, a balloon decor business
she purchased in August from DAVE
CASON, '65, of Harrisonburg, Va.
BECKY WETZEL REYNOLDS and
Joey have a son, Travis Daniel, born
May LI. Becky continues to teach
second grade for Shenandoah County
Public Schools. The family, which
includes another son, Trey, lives in
Woodstock, Va.
AWANTA RIDLEY and Capt. Eddie
Edwards Jr. were married July 11. The
couple lives in Navarre, Fla.
TAMMY MARIE LOY STEELE (see
Curtis Steele, '97).

2002

JERRY MICHAEL CALE JR. and
Katherine Elizabeth Thompson were
married Feb. 7, 2009. The couple lives
in Carrsville, Va.
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2003

HEATHER EDGERTON and JESSE
MORGAN were married May 16. The
couple lives in Lawrence, Kan.
KEVIN and JENNIFER HAWK FLORA,
'04, have a daughter, Brooke Eliza
beth, born July 26. The family lives in
Reston, Va.
KIMBERLY MICHELLE GARBER and
JOEL WEBSTER DOVE, '04, were
married July 18. The couple lives in
Timberville, Va.
Jerry Michael Cale Jr. and Katherine
Elizabeth Thompson
STEPHANNIE MAUPIN HANDY and
Josh have their first child, a son, Riley
James, born Oct. 16. The family lives in
Roanoke, Va.
TIMOTHY H. LEACH and Courtney
have a daughter, Sydney Denise,
born June 20. Timothy teaches
students with severe disabilities and
is a football and baseball coach at
Spotswood High School. The family,
which includes an older sister, Chloe,
and a foster brother, Reese, lives in
McGaheysville, Va.
HOLLY MITCHELL and Troy Garden
hour were married July 4. Holly is the
choral music director at Boonsboro
(Md.) Middle School and is pursuing
a master's degree in middle level
education from Walden University. The
couple lives in Waynesboro, Pa.
MICHELLE SHOWALTER and George
Gordon Brinkley IV were married Sept.
5. Michelle is a service writer with
Truck Thermo King. The couple lives in
Harrisonburg, Va.

MICHAEL and JENNIFER TURNER
HAINES, '04, have a son, Benjamin
Michael, born Sept. 25. The family lives
in Pikesville, Md.
JULIE C. JACKSON-BAILEY and
JONATHAN M. BAILEY, '04, were
married May 30. The couple lives in
Charleston, S.C.
JUSTIN RYAN KAUFFMAN and
HEIDI SUSAN YAZDANI were mar
ried July 18. Heidi earned a master's
degree from Virginia Tech and is an
ESL elementary school teacher for
Harrisonburg City Public Schools. The
couple lives in Harrisonburg, Va.

2004

JONATHAN M. BAILEY (see Julie C.
Jackson-Bailey, '03).
ISAAC COLBERT and ANGELA
AVERSA, '06, were married July 25.
The couple lives in Farmville, Va.
ELIZABETH MARIE CUPP and Mat
thew Frank Packer were married July
18. Elizabeth is a third grade teacher
with Augusta County Schools. The
couple lives in Mount Sidney, Va.

JOEL WEBSTER DOVE (see Kimberly
Michelle Garber, '03).
JENNIFER HAWK FLORA (see Kevin
Flora, '03).
JENNIFER TURNER HAINES (see
Michael Haines, '03).
BETHANY PIPPIN and Michael
Hoovler were married Sept. 26.
Bethany is pursuing a master's degree
in social work from Virginia Common
wealth University. The couple lives in
Stanardsville, Va.

2005

LESLEY LONG and Ryan Brady were
married July 18. The couple lives in
Verona, Va.

2006

ANGELA AVERSA (see Isaac Colbert,
'04).
WILSON FORREST CALE and Stepha
nie Christine Roth were married Aug.
1. The couple lives in Carrsville, Va.
MALLORY BLAKE HEIZER and Kevin
Scott Nichols were married Aug. 8.
Mallory is an assistant compliance
officer at Community Bank. The couple
lives in Waynesboro, Va.

Wilson Forrest Cale and Stephanie
Christine Roth
Grace, born June 4. Clay works for
Rockingham County Fire and Rescue,
and Brittni is a teacher with Shenan
doah County Public Schools.

2007

TERRI BAKER of Covington, Va.,
earned a master's degree in higher
education from Old Dominion Univer
sity on Aug. 1.
BRITTNI STOVER SHIFLET (see Clay
Shiflet, '06).

ERIC LANDRAM and HEATHER
HOUFF, '08, were married April 25.
Eric is hospital liaison for the Region
Ten Community Service Board in
Charlottesville, Va. Heather works in
the special education department for
Staunton City Schools. The couple lives
in Waynesboro, Va.
CLAY and BRITTNI STOVER SHIF
LET, '07, have a daughter, Kennedy

HOMECOMING I OCTOBER 17, 2009
Connie Swartz Ketten, Denise Eller
Saunders, Sherry Teague Carpenter, Cheryl Sullivan
Miller, Bill Abshire, Mary Ellen Houser McVey.
Donna Taylor Gaver Row 2: Martha Kline Allen,
Lisa Perry, Robyn Warren Kline, Rebecca Thornett
Shomo, Tammy McCray. Robin Carneal Morgan,
LuAnn Ashton Paul Row 3: Jennifer Shinn Horst,
Gene Straley. Kris Kline, Bill Hudson, Scott Locklear,
Carlos Wood, Bill Carter
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2008
JARRET M.A. BONEY and MANDY
LYNN CARROLL were married June
20. Jarret is a senior sales representa
tive for Verizon Wireless, and Mandy
teaches atWare Elementary School.
The couple lives in Staunton, Va.

ELIZABETH DAVIES and RVNE
ANTHONY POWELL were married
July 11. Elizabeth teaches kindergarten
in the Martinsville City Public Schools,
and Ryne teaches high-school history
in Henry County Public Schools. The
couple lives in Martinsville, Va.
HEATHER HOUFF (see Eric Landram,
'06).

MEMORIALS
MARV GRAV RALSTON DOLLY, '36,

Charlottesville before retiring in 1981

of Franklin, W.Va., died Aug. 12, at the

after 30 years of service. He enjoyed

age of 94. She was a retired English

Row 1: Leslie Mohler, Melissa Holder, MichelleJohnson Row 2: PatShiflet, Heather

teacher and librarian at Highland
High School. She was a member of the
Franklin Presbyterian Church.

golf, flying, photography and travel
ing. Among his survivors is a sister,
ARLENE MILLER BROWN, '35, of
Bridgewater, Va.

Anderson Landmesser, April Broughman

VERA MILLER HOLLEN, '38, of

MIRIAM HOLSINGER BUTLER, '39,

Bridgewater, Va., died Oct. 9, at the
age of 92. She was a retired English

of Zephyrhills, Fla., and formerly of
Greensboro, Md., died Sept. 22, at the
age of 91. She taught at Greensboro

teacher in the Rockingham County
Public Schools and was a member of

North Caroline High School in 1975.

Among her survivors is a daughter,
PATRICIA HOLLEN COLLINS, '71, of
Staunton, Va.; two sons, FREDERICK

She was active at St. Paul's United
Methodist Church and was awarded

L. HOLLEN, '69, ofWaynesboro,
Va., and JAMES E. HOLLEN, '80, of
Pottstown, Pa.; two sisters, MARV
ELLEN MILLER PHIBBS, '45, of Glen
dale, Calif., and KATHRYN MILLER
Row 1: Stephanie Lickey Lilly, Beth Gammon Avis, Amanda Errickson Martin
Row 2: Denise MillerShiflet, Ellen Hicks

ROCHE, '53, of Bridgewater; and
three brothers, CHARLES E. MILLER,
'48, of Bridgewater, the REV. MYRON
MILLER, '47, of Richmond, Va., and
DR. LAWRANCE MILLER, '42, of
Kingwood, W.Va.
CHARLES WILLIAM MILLER, '38,
of Bridgewater, Va., died Oct. 16, at
the age of 93. He earned a master's
degree from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute. After a short career in teach
ing, he became a farm manager. He
served on the board of directors of
the Culpeper Farmers Co-op and the
Soil Conservation Board. He enjoyed
traveling, spending time at the beach
and family gatherings. Among his sur
vivors is a daughter, NANCY MILLER

Row 1: Jennifer Mullen, Nell Badoni, Jennifer Holder Row 2: Rusty Wright, Marie

Bolton, JenniferShirey, Daryl Funk Row 3: Kevin Geisert, Jordan Blevins, Alison Baker
Bowersock, Jon Puvak, DanJenkins

HICKS, '69, of Culpeper, Va.

the Outstanding Citizens Award by the
Greensboro Business Association. She
enjoyed traveling.
GEORGE M. SAYRE, '46, of Fishers
ville, Va., died Aug. 24, at the age of
85. After graduating from National
Business College, he was a Virginia
State auditor for a number of years.
He then joined Cassco Ice and Cold
Storage, where he became treasurer
and later executive vice president and
general manager. After 25 years with
Cassco, he moved to Milwaukee, as
president ofWiscold Cold Storage. He
was a board member of National Ice
Association, International Associa
tion of Refrigerated Warehouses and
Refrigeration Research Foundation.
At the time of his retirement, he was
chairman of the board ofWiscold
Cold Storage. He was a member of
Fishersville United Methodist Church.
He is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Dolores.
THE REV. DAILEY DELACY YOUNG,

HORACE G. MILLER, '38, of Charlot

'47, of Churchville, Va., died Sept. 29,

tesville, Va., died Aug. 13, at the age

at the age of 90. A U.S. Army veteran

of 93. He joined the Merchant Marine,
serving for 10 years and traveling to
97 different countries. He was super
intendent ofWater and Gas Works in
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High School and then retired from

Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.

ofWorld War II, he served in the Euro
pean Theater and was the recipient of
the Purple Heart, Bronze Star and other
citations. He graduated from Union
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Virginia Commonwealth University
and past chair of its Department of

Theological Seminary and served as a

at the former Zinna's Diner Gift Shop

minister in the Presbyterian Church in

for over 20 years. She was a member

numerous locations. In retirement, he

of Bethany United Church of Christ.

Interior Design. He served leadership

served as a supply pastor as needed.

She is survived by her husband, the

roles with the interior design profes
sional societies of ASID and IDEC. He

He was a lifelong member of Loch
Willow Presbyterian Church. In recent
years, he attended Union Presbyterian
Church and organized its church choir.
His first wife, Margaret, is deceased.
He is survived by his second wife,
CHARLOTTE SHIFLET DAVIDSON
YOUNG, '50.
GARLAND L. HOLLEN, '48, of
Bridgewater, Va., and formerly of Mon
tezuma, Va., died July 19, at the age of
85. Before retiring, he was a farmer
and hardware clerk at Rockingham
Co-operative Farm Bureau. He was
a member of Montezuma Church of
the Brethren, where he had served as
Sunday School superintendent and
church caretaker. He is survived by his
wife, Genie.
PATRICIA SEESE HEINEY, '49, of
Stevens, Pa., died Sept. 22, at the age
of 82. She taught in the Virginia public
school system until her marriage and
later worked as center director of the
Pine Grove Head Start in Schuylkill
County. She earned her teaching
certification in elementary and early
childhood education from Alvernia
College in 1978 and was assistant
supervisor at the YWCA Child Enrich
ment Center in Lancaster, Pa. She also
worked at Kiddie Korner Day Care and

Rev. Joseph H. Heiney. Also among
her survivors are two daughters, ANN
E. HAINES, '81, of Ephrata, Pa., and
REBECCA S. ARDIS, '84, of Snow Hill,
Md.; and one sister, SYLVIA SEESE
BIEBER, '47, of Whitehall, Pa.
CHARLES E. SHEETZ, '49, of Wood
stock, Va., died Feb. 1, 2009.
WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN, '50,
of Moultrie, Ga , died Oct. 27, at the
age of 87. He was a veteran of the U.S.
Army and was retired from Barmeat
Manufacturing. He was a member of
First Baptist Church.
ANNA MARVMADEIRA WRIGHT,
'50, of Bridgewater, Va., died Oct. 28,
at the age of 80. She taught music at
Beverly Manor School from 1965-89.
A former member of the Staunton
Church of the Brethren for many years,
she was recently a member of the
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.
She served as church organist for vari
ous local churches. She was a member
of the Staunton Thursday morning music club and the Centerville
Women's Club.
BENNY D. GUNTER, '56, of
Richmond, Va., died Aug. 14. He
earned an MEd from the University
of Virginia. He was a professor at

was a member of River Road Church
- Baptist. In retirement, he founded
a flower business with his daughter.
He is survived by his wife, the former
CAROLYN HARSHBARGER, '56, of
Richmond, Va.
RAVE. MCDORMAN, '56, of Rich
mond, Va., died July 14, at the age of

GLENDA HENSLEY CAVANAUGH,
'58, of Harrisonburg, Va., died Aug.
23, at the age of 73. After graduating
from BC with a degree in business, she
taught at Montevideo High School. She
was a bookkeeper and had worked
for C.J. Price Insurance Co., Price Cover
Insurance Co., BBRT and Neff Enter
prises. An accomplished bridge player,
she played competitively. She was
a member of Emmanuel Episcopal
Church. She enjoyed gardening and
traveling.

80. At age 16, he joined the Harrison

CARROLL L. DICKENSON, '63, of

burg, Va., Volunteer Fire Company No.
4 and thereafter served over 27 years
as a volunteer in fire departments and

Broadway, Va., died July 19, at the age
of 67. He taught elementary school
for nine years with Rockingham

rescue squads in each town where he

County Public Schools. He earned a

lived. He served a term as chief of the
Bon Air Volunteer Fire Department.

master of arts in education degree
from Madison College (now James

He coached Little League and worked
in the Cub Scouts. For many years, he
sang in the church choir and enjoyed

Madison University) and began
service as a school administrator at

participating in the Methodist Men's
group. He is survived by his wife,
Hazel.
EDWARD B. MELTON Jr., '57, of
Fort Myers, Fla., died Sept. 24, at the
age of 75. He was a science teacher
for 15 years at Cypress Lake Middle
School. He was an avid trumpet and
saxophone player.
KATHRYN WIDDOWSON POLDER,
'57, of Saint Augustine, Fla., died
March 3.

Plains Elementary School, progressing
to principalships at Elkton, Fulks Run
and Bergton elementary schools. After
additional graduate work at JMU and
the University of Virginia, he held posi
tions as elementary and middle school
supervisor and retired as director of
personnel in June 1996. In retirement,
he worked for Bridgewater College
and Eastern Mennonite University
supervising student teachers. He also
participated in the family beef farm
operation. He enjoyed outdoor sports
and worked on projects with the Vir
ginia Commission of Game and Inland

HOMECOMING I OCTOBER 17, 2009

Row 1: Amber Cropper Ham, Kimberly Workman Saunders, Jill Valentine Seagle, Sara Lusker Reynolds, Lynn Lee, Erin
Mullins, Meredith Hall Moomaw, Kathy High Blauch, Evelyn Simmons Row 2: Mandi Fulk Glendye, Andrea Eger Criscione,
Amy Bechtie Lail, Heather Jones Merica, Melanie Soper Weaver, Kelly Jo Mcfaddin Swink, Hai/ea Cole, Melissa Morse,
Christian Saunders Row 3: Hope Woodard, Amy Johnson, Stephanie Foltz Slater, Joy Yoder Stultz, Tonya Walker Williams,
Emily Fagan, Kelley King Haga, Elizabeth Nolen, Nathan Shonk Row 4: Elizabeth Smith McNeal, Sarah F. Puckett, Lisa
Utterback Higgins, Chad Worthington, Brent Mancha, Marvin Williams, Chris Hild, Rich Va/laster; Amy Lanham
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Fisheries. He and his wife, Ellen, who
survives, were charter members of
the Plains Promenaders Square Dance
Club, and he had a 25-year career as
a square dance caller throughout the
East Coast. He was a member of the
First United Methodist Church, where
he sang in the choir, taught Sunday
School and served as a trustee. Also
among his survivors is a daughter,
SARA DICKENSON MCDONALD,
'92, ofTimberville, Va.
MARV LOUISE NICHOLSON, '65, of
Elkton, Va., died Oct. 16, at the age of
67. She was retired from the Hampton
City Schools, where she was a teacher
and librarian. She was a member of
the Elkton Presbyterian Church.
EDWARD "SHREDLEV" SCHROED
ER, '69, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died
Sept. 7, at the age of 62. At BC, he was
lead guitarist of the Seventh Seal band.
He earned a master of music degree
from a university in Colorado. His pas
sions were music, scuba diving and
roller coasters.

DR. BERNICE LILLY HAMMOND,
'71, of St. Augustine, Fla., died Aug.
23, at the age of 60. She earned her
master's and doctoral degrees in
administration and supervision from
the University of Maryland, College
Park. She began her teaching career
at Stevensville Middle School in Queen
Anne's County, where she served first
as a teacher and later as assistant
principal. In 2005, she retired as the
county-wide supervisor of career and
technology education. She was cur
rently employed at theTPCSawgrass
Golf Shop in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
She enjoyed running, biking, cross
country skiing, swimming, scuba
diving, gardening, baking and golf.
LISA ANN FOSTER WHITESCARVER,
'82, of Staunton, Va., died Aug. 3, at
the age of �8. Among her survivors is
a sister, SARAH FOSTER MARBERT,
'85, of Centreville, Va.
STEVE M. TEETS, '84, of Oakland,
Md., was killed in an automobile ac
cident on Dec. �- 200�.

HONORARY ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Honorary Alumni Award was es
tablished to recognize special friends
of Bridgewater College and the BC
Alumni Association.
1997 . ........... Mary Grace Martin*
2001 ............ Carolyn C. Driver*

2001 ..... ...... Ralph L. Shively
2001 ............ Mary Spitzer Etter*
2005 ........... Bonnie Lou Wampler
2008 ...........Daniel S. Geiser*
* deceased

MINISTER, ACTIVIST, HISTORIAN, INVENTOR: GARNETT PHIBBS PASSES
AWAY OCT. 29
GARNETT ERSIEL PHIBBS, '43, of
Charlotte, NC, died in that city on Oct.
29, 2009. Born in Clinchfield, Va., he
was a son of Willie McDonald and
Alma Horton Phibbs. Raised in Pulaski,
Va., Phibbs earned his degree in math
ematics and physics from Bridgewater
College and went on to obtain degrees
from BethanyTheological Seminary
in Chicago and Yale University Divinity
School.
Phibbs' graduate study was in the
field of Christian social ethics, and his
professional life was devoted to con
troversial ecumenical/interfaith issues
of social justice, civil rights, church/
state relations, women's choice,
homelessness, gay rights, community
relations, poverty, sexual ethics, AIDS,
public policy, refugees, migrants,
public schools, prison rehabilitation
and non-violence. Ordained in the
Church of the Brethren, he was for the
past decade an active leader at Holy
Covenant United Church of Christ in
Charlotte.
Phibbs was a member of the Killing
worth Volunteer Fire Department,
the founder of Charlotte Interfaith
Network for Gay /.Z Lesbian Equality
and a former member of the Lazarus
Project Board in West Hollywood, Calif.
He was an active member of Parents
Without Partners and Parents and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays, and
More Light and affirming congrega-
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tions in Presbyterian and Methodist
churches prior to moving to Charlotte.
He helped build homes with Habitat
for Humanity in Mexico and New
England.
Passionate about social justice and
history, he traced his family's roots to
Ireland and discovered, along the way,
two brothers in his family who had
fought on opposite sides during the
American Civil War. He also wrote the
history of Camp Bethel in Fincastle, Va.
Phibbs was also an engineer and
inventor, creating a number of devices
that included a two-way radio that
could test the heat of irons and other
appliances; a giant amplifier to send
the sound of organ chimes through
out the Shenandoah Valley; and a
method for volunteer fire departments
to be notified of crises.
Phibbs is survived by sons Gerry
Phibbs of Glendale, Calif., David Phibbs
of Santa Clarita, Calif., and Bob Phibbs
of Coxsackie, N.Y.; sisters ALMA
HEISEY, '55, of Palmyra, Pa., Deane
Myers of Mt. Airy, Md., and MARIE
ASHLEY, '64, of Seaford, Va.; and two
grandchildren.

"Bridgewater in Autumn," painted in fall
2008 by noted artist P. Buckley Moss, features
three Bridgewater College landmarks Memorial Hall, Flory Hall and the McKinney
Center for Science and Mathematics.
Prints may be purchased for $125, plus sales
tax and shipping, through the online store at
www.BridgewaterAlumni.com (you do not need
to be a member in order to make a purchase).
Contact the Office of College Relations at
540-828-5680 for more information.
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HALL OF FAMER BETSY TANDY DIES AT 81
Former Bridgewater College coach
and Athletic Hall of Fame inductee
RUTH ELIZABETH (BETSY) TANDY
of Denton, Texas, died Oct. 29, at the
age of 87. after an 1 1-year battle with
Parkinson's Disease. A memorial
service to celebrate her life was held
at the First United Methodist Church
in Denton.
Tandy, who coached field hockey, bas
ketball and tennis at BC from 1950-55
and 1957-61. was remembered for her
dignity; loyalty to family, friends and
students; her creativity; her zest for
sports; and her caring nature.

Born Dec. 18. 1927, in Philadelphia, she
received her bachelor's degree from
the University of Kentucky, her master's degree from Indiana University
and her doctorate from The Ohio State
University. In addition to teaching at
Bridgewater College, she taught highschool physical education and health
in Columbus, Ohio, and physical
education and sport sociology at Texas
Woman's University (TWU) from 1968
until her retirement in 1995.

awards by students as Outstanding
Advisor/Mentor, the BC Athletic Hall
of Fame in 1995 and the TWU Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2006.

"Dr. T," as she was affectionately
known, authored many professional
articles and co-authored one book.
Her accolades included numerous

COACH DAN CiEISER PASSES AWAY AT 92
DANIEL SINCiER CiEISER JR., 92, of
Bridgewater, died Nov. 8 at the Bridge
water Retirement Community. Geiser,
who was a member of Asbury United
Methodist Church in Harrisonburg, Va.,
was Bridgewater College's director of
athletics and a professor of physical
education from 19'16-1966.
He also coached BC baseball for 18
years and, in 19'19, with a budget of
just $500, revived football at Bridge
water and was the team's head coach
through 1951.

He also taught at American University
and retired in 1981.
Geiser was born in Waynesboro, Pa., in
1917, the son of the late Daniel Singer
Geiser Sr. and Eleanor Brubaker Geiser.
In 19'12 he married Elizabeth Graybill,
who died in 2002. He earned his bach
elor's degree from Juniata College, his
master's degree from Ohio State and
his Ed.D. from Columbia University.

the Distinguished Flying Cross and the
American Defense Medal. He also re
ceived eight service ribbons and six
combat stars.
He is survived by two daughters and
two grandchildren.

Geiser served in the U.S. Navy as a
lieutenant commander in World War
II (19'11-19'16) and was the recipient of

Keep up with your former classmates by sending us your
news. Share career and address changes, promotions.
awards. marriages, births, retirements. etc. Reunion and
group photos welcome.

Spouse's Name: ______________________ BC class: _______

Photos submitted via e-mail must be high resolution jpeg or tiff
images.

Address:_______________ City: ______ State:_ Zip: _____

Mail the form at right to:

OFFICE OF ALUMNI RELATIONS
Box 40, Bridgewater College
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599
Or, e-mail your news to:

alumnews@bridgewater.edu

Name:------------------------- Class: ________
(please include maiden name)

Home Phone: ______________ E-mail address: ______________
Occupation/Title: ____________ Business Name: _____________
Address:_______________ City: _______ State:_ Zip:_____
Business phone: __________________
Please spell out abbreviations.

TODAY'S DATE:

I
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The first issue was published in February 1967 and distributed
to faculty and students. May was chairman of the editorial board,
which included Dr. Dale V. Ulrich, Dr. James A. Mumper, Dr.
William G. Willoughby and Paul M. Kline, '53.
The purpose of the journal, noted May, was to "encourage
clear, vigorous, correct writing on the part of all students and
an artistic writing on the part of the gifted and talented few."
Philomathean was financed by the College out of the instructional
budget.
The first issue featured poems by Robin Machen, '68, and
James W. Lewis, '50; sculpture by David Wayland, '67, grandson
of 1899 BC alumus Dr. John Wayland, who was first editor of the
defunct Philomathean Monthly; and articles by Linda Andes, '69,
Eric Rice, '69, Dale Hartman, '68, and William Royster, '67.
Today Philomathean is published once a year, in the spring. ◄ cc
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THE CLEO DRIVER MILLER ART GALLERY is located on the second floor of the Alexander
Mack Memorial Library. The gallery is open daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 540-828-5413 for more
information.
EVENT TICKETS: Tickets are required for Programs in the Lyceum Series and Theatre Productions (see
below). All other events are free and tickets are not required.
PROGRAMS IN THE LYCEUM SERIES: Unless otherwise noted, $13 adults/$10 seniors, students,
children. BC students, faculty, staff free. Tickets sold only at the door beginning one hour before the
performance.
THEATRE PRODUCTIONS: $9 adults/$7 seniors, students, children. Call 540-828-5631 or visit BC's Web site at
www.bridgewater.edu beginning three weeks prior to the opening performance.

Photography by Bridgewater artist and BC
adjunct faculty member Ben Wyrick

Romano has worked globally to challenge
violence and promote peace. He reflects
on the memorial anniversaries of Ma
hatma Gandhi (Jan. 30) and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. (April 4) offering insights
into the vision of these two men and their
work for peace.

FEB. 9-MARCH 6

APRIL 6, 11 A.M.

Miller Art Gallery

Carter Center

JAN. 4-FEB. 3
Miller Art Gallery

Jugglers, Mountain Women, and Crows
Sculpture by Betty Branch
MARCH 16-APRIL 10
Miller Art Gallery

Ceramic Vessels by Marti Mocahbee and
Glass Sculpture by Phillip Nolley

Founder's Day Convocation - Founder's
Day, an annual observance, began in 1920 as
a commemoration of Daniel Christian Flory,
who founded Bridgewater College in Spring
Creek, Va.
APRIL 14, 7:30 P.M.
Cole Hall

�
FEB. 3, 7:30 P.M.
Cole Hall

Turning Away from Hate - TJ Leyden, who
spent more than 15 years as a leader in
the neo-Nazi movement, is one of the few
known skinheads who has left the movement
and retained his own name. Leyden tells his
remarkable story and explains his transfor
mation and conversion to Christianity.
FEB. 17, 7:30 P.M.
Carter Center

Medical Ethics: Human Cloning and Stem
Cell Research - Dr. Gregory Pence
One of the pioneering bioethicists in
America, Dr. Gregory Pence is the author of
Who's Afraid of Human Cloning?
MARCH 25, 7:30 P.M.

How We Decide: The New Science of Deci
sion Making: Jonah Lehrer - Jonah Lehrer,
an Oxford University Rhodes Scholar, will
speak on how leaders in various fields are
taking advantage of new discoveries in neu
roscience to make better television shows,
win more football games and improve mili
tary intelligence.
APRIL 29, 7:30 P.M.
Cole Hall

Steroid Nation - Shaun Assael is an award
winning journalist and author. As a senior
writer with ESPN: The Magazine, he has
covered everything from NASCAR to the
NFL and currently is an investigative re
porter. In Steroid Nation: Juiced Home Run
Totals, Anti-Aging Miracles, and a Hercules
in Every High School - The Secret History of
America's True Drug Addiction, Assael pens
the history of America's most insidious drug
addiction.

FRIDAY, FEB. 12, 8 P.M.
Cole Hall

A Killing in Choctaw - Carl Raye
This one-man play looks at the power of
forgiveness.

I

FEB. 25 - 27, 8 P.M. FEB. 28, 3 P.M.
Cole Hall

Theatre at BC Presents: "Doubt: A Par
able" by John Patrick Shanley - The 2005
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winning
drama, "Doubt: A Parable," was referred to
by the New York Times as "an inspired study
in moral uncertainty with the compelling
certain structure of an old-fashioned detec
tive drama."

•

Reservations Required-Limited Seating. For Reser
vations Call:540-828-5631

n

MARCH 17, 8 P.M.

••

Carter Center

The Canadian Brass - This quintet, a world
renowned brass ensemble, will perform
works by Purcell, Vivaldi, Gabrieli, Pachel
bel, Beethoven and Wagner as well as jazz,
contemporary concert music and popular
songs. Lyceum Series program.
APRIL 20, 8 P.M.
Carter Center

Haochen Zhang - Co-Gold Medalist of
the 13th Van Cliburn International Piano
Competition will perform in concert. Lyceum
Series program.

Cole Hall

Celebrating The Season for Nonviolence:
- A certified nonviolence trainer and ac
complished international educator, Arthur

For more information on all the Spring 2010 events, visit www.bridgewater.edu.
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